CHRISTMAS CHEER

“Peace on Carth; Good WINl to
fifen,””

Mrgugh anl the Centuries Mas Thidlled the
Eearts ol Men and Urged to Nobler
Ugeds and Nigher Ame

For fourteen hundred years the
Christinn  chuteh  has ol
Christimasg, or the feast of the
Nalivity of Jesus, the chicfest
nnd gloddest of wll its oligervan:
forr twelve hundred yenrs
this festival lis been universdl!
Iy celebrated on the 26th day of
Decomber,  Ifrom the beginning,
Christinas hos Leéen dedlented to
the ohildren, by the
saame lusw of fitoness has fallen to
those of maturer years. This law
of firtpess, which bas determined
the use of Christmus s a fosti
val for the voung, rests on two
facts—one payeliio, the other his
tories  In the first place, Chiist-
man 8 the memoridl of the Child,
Typical. perenndal,  propheti:
chiliihiood wilks in the traditions
of the nagure and the notivity of
Jesps. The perfectness and fnnoe-
cency after which the race had so
long strugiled weres reached
Joesus ol o bonnd, There they dre
discorned by the whaole world, eo-
shirined
pressed

Ces,

us Kuster

in

in Lis bozom  and ex-
fave. Childhood
knows s own and can best o
derstandand interpret the specch
and the thought of ghildhood. 1t
A own in the Nativity, and
found in the Boabe and the Day
those things wihich fix and lold its
uflections forever., Better than
SHelmed Choribim,

Or sworded. Seraplifm*
dbgad Jils rend the tokens of
eI Lk vision of e
Epiphauny, The voices of that
Epiphnuy find their echoes in the
“Hokopnahs™ of the Iktle chil
dren who weleomed the Olivist
oti his entry into Jerusalem, and
mich  more in the Christmas
songs of that universal childliood
whith has welcowed him into its
own heart, “Unto us o child is
horng unto us o gon I8 given!"

The manner in which hilstory
has apprebended and  appropri-
ated Christmas has emphasized
its dedication to childhend. The
Europein nations, particulavly
those from which we are direot.
1y deseended—the Gérmans,
Goths and Kelts—who most dis
tinctively adopt Chrlstmas as a
supreme festival, transferred fo
it the nobler ideas of ‘thelr my-
thology and the more human sen.
timents and  pastimes of  their
home:life, Christmas came to be
a sort of epitome of ' those na-
tiond) traits and beHefs shich
through the ‘aw of Eéleetion sure-
vived to them fromy thed® old hep-
then life after they had weccived

in his

_the gospel from  the missionavies

of tome. All that.thos remupined
was of the plement und taste of
childisly simplieity, elildish faith
and fancy. The lofancy of A na-
tion B much the saime as the In;
faney of individoal life. The ere.
dulity of childhood s the off-
wprittg of that lnstinec which
onee moved the whole race, Folk.
lore in phylogenctic history pro
jected nlong the yeirs of splrit
nal wnd intellectonl growth, The
dwarfs, the fairies and the genii
of odern norsery  chyuies and
hristmos tales are the surviving
families of the fuunmerable kin,
dreids of satyes, oreads, gnomes
and elves, Latmos and Asgard,
a5 seats of power, itre the perpet-
nal vivals of empires and repub
liess Thoa it came abont that the
Chrigtinnized nutions of Europe,
seeking io their new faith 4 een

——

of thelr pace Infancy, found it in
the fenut of the Nasivity.

The éarlier ages united the pal

endurs of the Eastirn and West-

prn eliurchea in the observance,

and extended the fedat from the
Hith of December to the Gth of
Jaunary; notothat either  won
known to be the date of the Si
viow's birth, for not even the year
of thot grentst of All events oad
bhefixed; but the senson coineided
with the winter solstice. the time
whon pafurd begins in Levantine
connfries to awake out of it an
sleep; and this foet com
ported well with the latger won-
der of the event of “the Lile
which wns the Light of men
Duping  the twelve days and
nights hetween Nativity and Epi-
phiny, the slumbering credolity
of the once pagan Kelts and Gerp-
mnns awnke and clothed itself in

the betler froedom of faith, Then
Itowns, aevording to thé gew or

der of belief, thiat benigo
spivity—it moy be their olid’ des
fransfigured — wilked  the
wondors on

nunl

thiie

ting
phrth pud wronght
the fand and in the #ensy then it
wae thot stradge fransits o
enrred the stars; and
movipg Hghts illumined the for
ost ghides; and the beasts in field
and mnnger howed down In obed:
anee  and  worship, When  afl
these things passcd pway, or hal
wiiled down luto
mace of yeavly
thing wus forund
mained—the use of Ohristmas as
a festival of childhood, and ¢
lime for the: return of tlie over
hurdened conls of men and wo-

nmongst

the common:
metories,  one

to have e

men toosit awhile amid the juno.
cency and minth of the seasons
and plades whenue they sprang.

The record of Cheistmos is the
most cevtaln Yght shining out of
the early Christinn centuries, and
everywhere the fage pu' which

that Tigur rals - ilie fge o -

child; ind though it were abeuil-
ed face, it is still a child's; Vagun
and dreani-like are the gories of
King Oluf and the mighty beard-
ed earls of Noraway. Equally
myth:lke ave the tales of the Sea
Kings of Jutland, Englelund and
sed-girt homes of the luter Bugas;
but wherever the faith of Jesos
touched those Notthera shores
ondl the atory of the Nativity was
told, a lght gleamed  Torth
through the boreal gloom; awd
the Yuledog, burning by flord
ind bight, becime g beacon Lo the
memories of nations to be born
of nations throngh the milleni.
mms of Christendom, England,
greater  Europe and  America
havelighted their Christmas fives
from thege Yulelogs, and tell for
ever the Yule-tide stories told
centuries ago by the children of
a race in its intellectonl Infancy.

In leeland the Christmns feast
had & meaning in the carliest
times whicl it seareely bhud olue
where, nnd in the storles nod le
gends of Iteland have been best
preserved the secrets which made
the Northern Christmas, and by
inheritonve from it the English
Christmas, 80 completely the fes
tival nod highday of the Clhris
tinn ehild, The Norweginng who,
i the Nigth Centuorey, dizcoyvered
aud peopled thie shores of Teelind
were  paguos; they hid never
benrd the name of Christ; but
they loved frevdom and hated the
tyrannies of their King, Huarold
Fairbair;apd because they wonld
not stay to be subject to him,
they sailed away to mike their
lome on the Lrpzen shores of L]
tima Thule. They carvied with
them the  hellef  that  their

henthen gods in whom thoytrust.
el were doomed to Cestruction.
1t hid been written in the decree
of their own birth that Odin,
Baldit und the rest mupst perish,
Ho it happennd that when, in the

Tenth Ceutury, the missionaries

came to them (#ey had ouly to
proclaim that Haldic woas dead;
nnd that the tede and deathlesy
Savior and Lord bf men was alive
in Jdesus of Bethlehem. At this
anpouncement the whole nation
lenped to the dogr of the manges
in which the pbung Child lay,
and like the Magi, did him hom:
But, like} thelr Cerman
brethreen, they fearcied s yast
giore of their ol and folk-lorge
over to the obigdeyvances of their
new fhith, Thefaame of “AlT-
dir,” applied tofdin, was trins-
forred, to Jehovigh; and the “Kd.
di,” or Veng (irundmotler,
which hod presgeved the stories
of Haldiy audg@his  worshipers,
Wild oW emp' ol to preserve
(the thlps o o T Olrigt
mas. Who siops o think, or wh
even knowsd, that the (houspud
and one Christmus’ gonceity and
nurpery fancies ubout ginnts and
dwarfa; alout Rosy Red and Cin:
derellag about Boots and the
Ogres; about pringes brive and
princesses as white as milk or ox
ted as bBlood: all ending in Boota
marrying & princess and getting
w erown; ‘and Cinderella marey-
ing 4 prince and riding in a car
riage; and the dwarfs and giants
coming to the aid of Rosy Red
and the rest, uand killing the
Ogres for their trepchery—who,
I say, remembers that these huve
come to us from the most distant
years, and the most distapt
North, through the wideopen
door of the childrén’s Christmns
feast? Those furoff ehildren’s
stories and Chrigtmas fanciea
wers not mere punfomime, warm-
Iy declares Prof. Max. Muller;
and there s, according to the
same authority, noreal 1ife in the
things for which thdéy stand, if
indeed only suel g Vs s child
can believe in We all vonng and
old, belipve in theid botter teach-
ing, that good is dlways reward-
ed and evll always judged. This
surely is the menning of these
stories in thele relation to Cheist.
mas, for the angels at the Natiy.
ity sang the same teuih ds =
prophecy: “Peace on eartl; good
will to men” Chrlstmas makes
posaible the explofts of apoory-
phal lads and Inssies; given that
what I alleged of them stdnds
always for what lod and lassio
may do to make more good and
less evil in the woprld, With this:
faithinhim nobody will donbt the
history or genuineness of the lad
who slew all the glants in Corn.
wall und Wales; or of the lgsuia
who “raode on the North wind's
back to the custle that lies east
o the sun and west o' the moon,”
While yet an pmperor claiming
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reigied in the South, the Norse
childeon. were telling at Christ
mastide how the Beggar tanght
;llu' huughty rincess o be a

rood nud loving wife; and how
| Beauty found at last that the
jenst swhom o ghe bod  married

wisthe haodsomest and braves(
| gentleman in all the world, Aml
thoy said, 'did’ these Norse chil:
dren; I the same woy, and in all
hut the very sime words, as the
English and American children
say it toduy: “Here is the Reg.
| gar, and fliere is the Babe, and
| let the cabin be burnt away;”
and at last, “soip, snap, soout
this tale's told out!"

In the Booth of . Enrope the
more  diffuger titual  of the

Olinreh andithe longer netional
‘histories of the people muade
Christinis less w distitgoleiing
servigd, and far fess o I’%ﬁrﬁ.}_‘af
thes &hildren, that in’tle Nerth.
An exception 18 to be made, per-
haps, of certain regions of the
| Loire and eertainly of the whole
|'of Provinde. In these parts the)
Christmas festival and its eary
olg had from the earliest times
& paoulise Havor of inncecency
and childish mirth, But this bhos
always been tene of everything
Provencal. “\Whete men are {rom
badours dnd women ave as the
stars to be worshiped, children

must needs have mirth for their
nuraerymaid.

In the Isle of Mon and on the
Keltic shores of Cornwall a ehil.
dren's Christmas sesms to have
fiourished from the first preach-
ing of Christianity, BStories of
enchantment aod adventure have
been told at the Manx firesides a
thonsand Christmas nights, while
the Trish seas boomed and bhroke
slong the rocly shores. The apple
siispended befora the gaping fire-
plums. sputtering out the nectar
drunk from Muauvx sunshine snd
dew; and the rudy faces of children
telling  fortunes and _
Obristmas melodies In the glow!

older than the oldest records lnid
up in Ru hen Castle or the Sodor
Cathedral, |

The history of the children’s,
Christioas in Englund and in our’
own country is the history of the
best that our freedom und oy
faith can show. Tn this at-f¥ust
wi hayve bees teue 16 our cl'.leg_l:g;tu
and traditions—we bLuve kept
our hearfa yonng® b ;
them andually through the en
chantments of Christmas. . The
ingenvity and dbvotion 'of | otk
Christendom have uonited to fix
and enhance the Interest of child.
bood in this festival. Nor hus
the labor beca in vain, The in-

singing |

of the pent fires, are memorics |

passing’

stincts of childhood are still re
trospectional; they still malie
their center at the cradle of the
Buhe of Bethlshem.

The establisiment of Buint
Nicholas as the putrdn of Christ.
mos shows hew completely the
dity hus been dedicated 1o child-
hood. Long  before anybody
dreamed of giving him charge of
the cheer and gladness of Christ
mus, Saint Nicholas was the
children's frlend. He wos boro in
faraway Patara, in  that old
and weary-licarted Syria, where
mirth and jollity have always
had but little place, Dul from
his childhood he was reckoned a
suint, and became the protector
of little children and the defend-
er of youtlh and muiden. On the
day of his birth, so his story goes.
he stood up i the bath, and with
folded hunds mutely thanked
(Giod that he saw the light, He
hos. bean o bringer of light ever
sinee. Lhe Germun children, be-
lieving this #s no other people do,
pray on Christmas Eve for
“Uhvistmas light.

When Suint Nicholus fonnd n
place in the book of the suints,
he was adopted by the Bussinns
as a national poatron, and wus
given charge of the children's
joyous festival. Thus it bhappens
that it is Siint Nicholas himself
who comes on “the night before
Christmas' to fill the little one's
stocklogsw and lond the Chelst
mus tree with presents for young
and old. Very far from the'lands
of snow and winter was liis bicth-
pliace; but when Northern favor
and nffection moved him to a
home under the Norethern stavs,
Bnint Nicholas put off hisoriental
robed. of linen wnd his erewite
countenance, and put on winter

robes of fur und a vound and jol-
Iy face like those of his Musco-

vite ehiildren, and needs he must
be Muscovite even to traveling
with peindeer and sledge. From

TRussin his fameo spread to the
Netherlands, where, as Bantn

Clawe, the Dutel children sang
to him their old-time Christmas
sougy;, and come to believe him
the: wvery maker of all  their
Christmns joys,

The Christmus tree, 80 popular
with the young people in this
couptry is not a thing of yester-
day. It may be foirly doubted
il there iy unother belonging of
‘heiNorthern Christmas so old
fuathis same  Weibnachtsbaum,
with its tupers and its burthen of
‘pﬂ’su‘nta: unless, indeed, it be the
presents. themselves, the giving
of ‘which wasbeyond any dn'uht,
suggested by the offerings of the
“Wise Men made at the cradle of
the Babe,

It paed to be a custom in Eng:
land for the poor and the serving
people to carry small  boxes
about on Christmes to receive
offerings and testimoninls from
(the generous hearted and from
thelr employers, Many poor c¢hil
dren went from bouse to house
singing Christmas caroles aud
thrusting stheir tiny boxes o
through the half open doors. But
4 better thing las come fo pass
in onr duy. Many rich people now
geek the poor to do them servics
gn the plad day of the Savior's
lbipth, remembering how he suid,
Y1t is more Llossed to give than to
‘roceive.” “Innsmuch as ye did it
to one of my little ones, ve did |t
unto- me Many Christian ehil-
dren- find thiir truest happiness
gt Christumas day in seeking to
mitke the pools and sick ones hap-
ov by dividing thelt good thines
with them fa the name of Him
{who was once a little child.—-
(Rev. H. M. DuBose, in Texas
'Christian Adrecate.

A waitress may not know a alub
from u spads, but she can essily
raiss the douse by simply drop-
plog & tray.




